Hong Kong’s rapid economic growth over the years,
the nullah became seriously polluted due to

illegal sewage discharge from factories, the
misconnection of sewers to stormwater drains

and other reasons.
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The reconstruction works have also brought
opportunities for the enhancement of Kai Tak River.
With various green elements incorporated, Kai Tak
River will transform into an attractive green urban
river corridor refreshing the cityscape.
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To improve the water quality of Kai Tak Nullah,
the Environmental Protection Department and
the Drainage Services Department (DSD) have
implemented a range of measures since the
mid-1980s, including the rectification of illegal
sewage discharge and misconnected pipe works
and implementation of the Tolo Harbour Effluent
Export Scheme. Through concerted effort by the
two departments, the water quality has significantly
improved since 2005 and the public have since
then called the nullah “Kai Tak River”.
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Revitalisation of the waterway ecology:
constructing irregular-shaped artificial rockwork
with plants along the river walls of Kai Tak River in
Wong Tai Sin District to simulate natural riverside
plant growth; and
providing fish caves
and current deflectors
to serve as a resting
area for fish during
strong river flow.
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Revitalised Kai Tak River by DSD in
Wong Tai Sin District
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Having served as a main drainage channel in
Kowloon East for years, Kai Tak Nullah is now
one step closer to becoming a green urban

To dovetail with the developments at Kai Tak,
the Government have launched improvement works
Ill river corridor following the completion of

Illn I'II in relation to Kai Tak River since 2011. The DSD was
I UJ il reconstruction and enhancement works this year.
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Extensive greening
at the riverside: both

along Kai Tak River ‘-f*
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Revitalised Kai Tak River by DSD in Wong Tai Sin District

Enhanced nullah to open up
green space

Kai Tak River, originally called Kai Tak Nullah,

is 2.4km in length. It runs from Po Kong Village
Road in Wong Tai Sin through Choi Hung Road to
Tung Tau Estate and San Po Kong, and finally
discharges into Kai Tak Approach Channel in the
Kai Tak Development (KTD) area. Kai Tak Nullah
was first built in the 1920s to meet the needs

of the Kai Tak Bund residential district. Along the
development of the nearby areas, the nullah

had been repeatedly re-routed. As a witness to
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1.17km in length located in Wong Tai Sin District.

A box culvert was also constructed underneath

Choi Hung Road. For the 1.3-km downstream
section within the KTD, the Civil Engineering and
Development Department (CEDD) was in charge of
the reconstruction and upgrading works. The project
mainly includes the construction of a drainage
channel consisting of an open river channel and
multi-cell box culverts as well as two enclosed desilting
compounds, with a view to enhancing the drainage
capacity while freeing up space on the riverbank for
future development of a riverside park with more
landscaped leisure area for the community.

In addition to watercourse reconstruction, box culvert
construction and riverbank beautification, the
reconstruction and improvement works taken forward
by the CEDD also include the construction of two
enclosed desilting compounds.
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Meandering
river course

The two desilting compounds

facilitate the regular and systematic
removal of sediments accumulated along
the river channel and box culverts in fully
enclosed buildings. They are important
components in maintaining the drainage
capacity of Kai Tak River. In order to
achieve sustainable development in the
KTD and to blend in with the surrounding
areq, the compounds feature a number of
energy-saving and sustainable elements.
Also, their streamline design, coupled with
the landscape design of the surroundings
and a greenery coverage of over 60 %
have all contributed to its award of the
Provisional Platinum rating under the
BEAM Plus New Buildings Version 1.2
given by the Hong Kong Green

Building Council.

sides of the open
section of the river in
KTD will be turned
into a riverside park
with up to 56 % of

E,Tﬁ;‘é,& greenery coverage,
] providing a habitat
Installing for birds and other
artificial creatures.

rockwork

along the

river walls

Green river corridor: unlike most artificial rivers
that use straight alignment and vertical quay walls,
the open section of Kai Tak River has a meandering
course, complemented by a slanted riverbank, green
belt and layered artificial rocks to simulate a natural
river environment.

The reconstruction and improvement works are
progressing smoothly. The DSD and the CEDD
expect the project to be completed within this year.
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Hong Kong Children’s Hospital -
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a children-oriented design
through and through
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Located at the KTD fronting
Victoria Harbour, the newly built
Hong Kong Children’s Hospital is
the first public hospital in

Hong Kong that specialises in
paediatrics. With a site area of
about 22 000m?, the hospital
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comprises two 11-storey towers accommodate sofa lesEilmmeie SEEIEE
and has a capacity of 468 beds.  beds on the side. F
It is expected to commence There are also
service in phases starting from 20 rooms in the
the fourth quarter of this year. parents’ quarters -

Apart from handling serious, available for Eﬂ"“ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ

7 g 7 Cruise Terminal B
complex and rare paediatric overnight stay by - WEAE
cases, it is also equipped with family members. A,

research and training facilities.

The Hong Kong Children’s
Hospital is the first public
hospital to be awarded the
Provisional Platinum Rating
under the BEAM Plus New
Buildings Version 1.2, with a
greenery coverage reaching
40 % . District Cooling System,
environment-friendly building
materials and solar water
heating and power systems
are applied to save energy.

With children’s needs in mind,
the hospital has a homey
design. Between the two towers
is the Central Rehabilitation
Garden which provides activity
space for the patients and their
families with refreshing open
views extending through to the
harbour and beyond. Much
thought has been poured into
the interior designs, such as its
colourful jungle-themed interior
which features eight different
animals on different storeys,
creating a relaxing atmosphere.
Additional spaces are made
available in between beds to

towards the finishi
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Setting foot on a first open section of the former runway

Staged for the fifth consecutive year, the HONG KONG STREETATHON®@kowloon held

on February 25 was more popular than ever, attracting over 13 000 registrations. This

year’s highlight was the final kilometre of the route where runners could set foot on a

construction access at the former runway which was never opened for public access

before, allowing them to embrace the beautiful view of Victoria Harbour when dashing P

Taking into account the views of the organiser and other stakeholders, the CEDD

: opened on the day of the event a section of the construction access as the race

' - course, which was within the project area of “KTD - Stage 2 Infrastructure Works

for Developments at the Southern Part of the Former Runway”, for better crowd

and traffic control. Prior to the event, the CEDD, together with the consultants and

g contractor, liaised closely with the event organiser, and conducted several site visits to
s coordinate the implementation of relevant arrangement details and safety measures
in a bid to ensure an enjoyable “streetathon” experience for the runners and spectators.
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HONG KONG STREETATHON®@kowloon

1 FARTBEIE RY T4 i858 EOR B
A construction access at the former runway was opened for the first time
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i A group photo of the project team of “Stage 2 Infrastructure Works
i for Developments at the Southern Part of the Former Runway”
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A group of guests officiated
the opening ceremony
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Civil Engineering and Development Department
The Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region
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For further information, please contact the Kai Tak Office.
Address: Suite 1213 Chinachem Golden Plaza,

77 Mody Road, Tsim Sha Tsui East, Kowloon, Hong kong

B Tel (852) 3106 3432
f#HE Fax (852) 2739 0076
ZE I e-mail  ktd@cedd.gov.hk

www.ktd.gov.hk

www.devb.gov.hk/tc/home/my_blog/index.html

"-‘.E BRB D.evelopment Bureau
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www.facebook.com/DevelopmentBureau
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